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Say it

with a song

Pakistan may :be rememb-
ered in History..... as the Na-
tion which could sing at every
occasion -- good or bad, hap-
py or sad.

Whether the movies horo is
woomg his sweetheat or the
‘Govt. its masses -- whether
we-are - boosting a lost mo-
“rale-or building up a false
sense- of security.. whether:
.we are trying to sell a brand
of Govt. or a new brand of
safety pins.... we can resort

to'a song - anytlme and ev-

erytlme’

I wonder what has contribu-
ted to our staggering mass
of song-writers, when there
is hardly anyone who is able
to project the same idea in
a drama or play?
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The Radio and ‘T.V.  are
living examples of this. Ex-
cept for the original Alif aur
Noon' series, which brought
the uestion unier scrutiny

clearly before the view-.
er ( and so entertainingly)
there has heen nothing worth
remembering stnce then.

The Platform.... was ano-
ther exception, where actions
and scenes spoke for them-

selves.

We seem to specialise in:
giving talks and lecturess or
resort to raghmas in the hope,
of projecting ideas. The
latest on TV is about a hun-.
dred boys and girls singing for
the and the poor boys only
heard not seen. We also can-
not and do not know-how todis-
cuss a point between three or
four people.
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- We have never learnt to
speak softly and never prac-
tise the courtesy of allowing

" each person who is’ partici-

pating in a discussion tovoice
his or her opinion.

If you have ever satthrough,

such a discussion on T.V. or
radio (the latest example --
announcement of Jashne Tam-
seel awards) you have been
shamed into tears..,. the dis-

cussions turn into a quarrel-

sorae free for all kind of af-

fair. The compare can rarely’
manage to hushthem... more
often than not his efforts
seems to add to the prevail-
ing confusion.

if it was a discussion am-
ong “the masses,one may for
give such.a thmg but when

students and.not only students

but adults who are supposed
to enlighten the ordinary ma-
sses resort to it, its most
dishearts;ning.

The very purpose ofholding
a discussion is lost. The view-

- er thinks he or shc is going
.to learn some facts about the.

topic .under ,discussion. The
viewer wouldi like to know
what' the learned guests th-
ink, what arguments they can
put for or against the topic
and what decision they come
to. It is a rare - occasion if
at all, when the discussion
comes to a fruitful end, or
when thé viewer hears a de-
finite opinion. 1 wonder, is the
topic left in mind-air after "
the camera’s clicked off or
does the discussion continue.

I’d love to be there at the end"

of it all.

Or may be the camera sh-
ould should come on, after
the initial stage ofquarreling,
and arguing is over and it is
time to wind up the discus-
sion. So that instead of apo-
logising for shortage of time
and cutting . off they have all
the time to say what the out-
come of the discussion was.

Our propaganda machine too
seems to start working when
all the harm is dore.... We
seem to forget the age old
maxim that Prevention is bet-
ter than Cure. We never do
anything at the right time and
then when its toolate we spend
the poor nation’s money over-
doing it.

I guess if a long playing
record served propaganda’s
purpose we would have fared

.fuch better and kept our re-

cord straight as the Nation
of songs.

In time of crisis our mu-
sical output seems to iincre-
ase like magic, taranas and
poetry by the dozens. The rest
of the time, naghmas and bo-
ring dlscussmg

The cinema peopie cry off
the mediocrity charges and
blame. the audience and the
censors - and what excuse the
T.V. a media for mass en-
lightenment?



